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THE ANATOMY OF A BACKSLIDER 

There are many reasons why one would choose to leave a 
church; some of them are valid, others, not so much. But 
frequently, when it does happen, their departure follows a 
too familiar pattern. Consider the following anatomy of a 
backslider: 

 

1. A BACKSLIDER USUALLY SUFFERS FROM PRIDE. “Peter 
answered and said to him, ‘Even if all are made to stumble 
because of you, I will never be made to stumble” (Matthew 
26:33). Backsliders often suffer from pride, and pride is the 
precursor to a fall (Proverbs 16:18). The backslider’s pride will 
feed discontentment, resentment, frustration, and 
disillusionment in any ideas or actions taken by church 
leaders that differ from the backslider’s way of thinking. 
Because of their pride, the backslider can only see his 
thoughts and his ideas as worthwhile and dismisses the 
thoughts, wisdom, and contribution of others. 

2.  BACKSLIDER USUALLY BECOMES UNDEPENDABLE. 
“Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and 
said to Peter, ‘What! Could you not watch with me one 
hour” (Matthew 26:40). Backsliders frequently become 
undependable. Though they may have once been a go-to 
person everyone could count on, the backslider begins to 
“drop the ball.” They begin to divest from ministry and 
church programs. They resign from works in which they 
were involved. They’re no-shows at “extra” activities outside 
of worship. They won’t take on responsibility but do their 
best to hand off the responsibilities they once had to others. 
Their presence is sketchy. Their monetary contributions 
become spasmodic and decreased. And their help cannot 
be counted on. 

3. A BACKSLIDER USUALLY BEGINS TO FOLLOW AT A 
DISTANCE. “Having arrested him [Jesus], they led him and 
brought him into the high priest’s house. But Peter followed 
at a distance” (Luke 22:54).  Seldom does a backslider wake 
up one morning and decide to “quit church.” Rather, 
backsliding involves a gradual process. I remember many 
sermons wherein my dad would say, “Cars are a lot like 
people. They begin missing before they completely stop 
running.”  
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Prayer Concerns 

AT HOME 
Infant Ryan Lawrence 
Marshall (Grandson of Bro. 
and Sis. William Hines) 

OUR KBCOC FAMILY 
Carolyn Binns, Paula 
Edwards, Nettie Gardner, 
Mitchell Goodman, Mary 
Gragg, Kywanda Hines, 
Charles Jacobs, Niylah & 
Novah Jacobs (Daughters 
of Skylar & Kalissha 
Jacobs), Marie Nolan, 
David Shepard, Linda 
Shepard, Tessie Smith, 
Bobbie Suber and Ben 
Wilson 

FAMILY & FRIENDS 
Ruby Frazier, Patricia 
Haynes, Henry & Pearl 
Johnson, Elaine Lambert, 
Dewayne McCray, Antonio 
Robertson, Corrine Smith & 
Vera Suber  

IN THE MILITARY 
Blake Block, Shan Ivey & 
husband, Logan Malik 
Smith, Deshawn Suber, 
Kevin Trotter and all others 
serving in the military 

We hope you will find our service to be 

Christ centered, uplifting, warm and 

loving, and that you will visit us again.  If 

we can be of assistance to you or answer questions for you, 

please do not hesitate to ask or call on us.  Join us as we seek 

to praise and worship God in spirit and truth.   

WHAT MUST I DO TO BECOME SAVED? 

HEAR the Gospel Romans 10:17 

BELIEVE in the Gospel Hebrews 11:6 

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3 

CONFESS Jesus Christ Romans 10:9 

BE BAPTIZED for Remission of Sins Acts 22:16 

BE FAITHFUL unto Death Rev. 2:10 

Order of Worship 

Announcements 

Opening Prayer 

Song 

Scripture Reading 

Song 

Sermon & Invitation 

Song 

Offering 

Communion 

Closing Prayer 

November Birthdays 

04 
  

08 
  

09 
16 
18 
20 

  
28 
29 

Kim Washington 
Kyriell Wilkerson 
LaQuan Trotter 
Lucy Williams 
Vaquesha Wilkerson 
Keysan Trotter 
Kim Burnett 
Barbara Washington 
Alisa Dowden 
Deshawn Suber 
Willard Vincent, Sr.  

Anniversaries 

November 10 
Joe Lee & Yvette Wright 

 
November 23 

James & Hazelene McCray 

Kennedy Boulevard News 

Continued prayers for all 
families that have recently 
lost their loved ones. 

Your daily 

life is the 

only true 

testimony of 

your 

religion. 

WEDNESDAY SERVICES  
Acappella Ministry/Song Practice 

Every 3rd Wednesday 
6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 

 

Prayer Service (1st Wednesday) 
Bible Class 

7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
 

MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 
Every 4th Sunday 
 4:00 p.m.; KBCOC 

Continuation of Page 1: 

The same is true with backsliders. They remain 
present just enough to keep concerned brethren 
from inquiring about their spiritual well-being, but 
their misses soon become more of a pattern than 
an aberration. 

4. A BACKSLIDER WILL FINALLY DISASSOCIATE 
HIMSELF FROM THE CHURCH. “And a certain 
servant girl, seeing him [Peter] as he sat by the 
fire, looked intently at him and said, ‘This man was 
also with him.’ But he denied him, saying, 
‘Woman, I do not know Him” (Luke 22:56-57). After 
months of withdrawal and lack of dependability, 
the backslider will muster the courage to make it 
official. There will be no more gradual decline and 
abduction of responsibility. They will finally muster 
the courage to say, “I’m done,” “I quit,” confirming 
the suspicions of concerned brethren. 

More than likely, many reading this have seen this 
pattern play out far too many times. Maybe 
you’re in the throes of this process as you read. 
Let me tell you, there’s good news! There’s hope! 
As I have tried to make clear in this brief article, 
even the apostle Peter traveled this well-worn 
path. But he returned! Just as there is a path that 
leads one away from Jesus and his church, Peter 
provides us with a pattern that will bring one 
back.  
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