Fit the words in the list into the diagram below reading forward,
backward, up, down, diagonally, always in a straight line.
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ABUNDANTLY HOUSEHOLD

AFFLICT ~ INCREASED
BENJAMIN  1SSACHAR
BONDAGE  JACOB
BRETHREN  MIDWIVES
BRICK MORTER
BURDENS ~ MULTIPLIED
CHLDREN  NAPHTALI
DAN PHARAQH
DAUGHTER ~ RAAMSES
DELIVERED  RIGOUR
ENEMES  SERVICE
EXCEEDING ~ TREASURE
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MISSED OPPORTUNITIES

The story is told of a young man who wished to marry
the farmer's beautiful daughter. He went to the farmer to
ask his permission. The farmer looked him over and re-
sponded, "Son, go stand out in that field and I'm going to
release three bulls, one at a time. If you can catch the tail
of any one of the three bulls, you can marry my daugh-
ter."

The young man stood in the pasture awaiting the first
bull. The barn door opened and out ran the biggest,
meanest-looking bull he had ever seen. He decided that
one of the next bulls had to be a better choice than this
one, so he ran over to the side and let the bull pass
through the pasture out the back gate.

The barn door opened again. Unbelievable. He had
never seen anything so big and fierce in his life. It stood -
pawing the ground, grunting, slinging slobber — as it
eyed him. Whatever the next bull was like, it had to be a
better choice than this one. He ran to the fence and let
the bull pass through the pasture out the back gate.

The door opened a third time. A smile came across his
face. This was the weakest, scrawniest little bull he had
ever seen. This one was his bull. As the bull came running
by, he positioned himself just right and jumped at just the
exact moment. He grabbed ... but the bull had no tail!

Life is full of opportunities. Some will be easy to take
advantage of, some will be difficult. But once we let them
pass — often in hopes of something better — those op-
portunities may never again be available.

The same thing is also true of opportunities to serve
Christ. God often opens doors — opportunities to speak
up for Him, opportunities to minister to someone who is
hurting or in need, opportunities to make an influence on
the world around us. If we allow them to pass by
(perhaps because we are waiting for something easier to
come along), we may miss out on them altogether.

Continue praying, keeping alert, and always thanking
God. Also pray for us that God will give us an opportuni-
ty to tell people his message (Col. 4:2-3). Therefore, as
we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to
those who are of the household of faith (Galatians 6:10).

Alan Smith, Minister e Helen St. COC e Fayetteville, NC


https://bible.faithlife.com/bible/ncv/Col%204.2-3
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HEAR the Gospel (Romans 10:17)
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CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR ALL FAMILIES
THAT HAVE RECENTLY LOST THEIR LOVED ONES.

Today’s Verse
Do not envy a violent man or choose any of his
ways, for the LORD detests a perverse man but
takes the upright into his confidence.
~ Proverbs 3:31-32
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it's invisible but
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Today’s Thought

God does not like bullies, oppressors, or ex-
ploiters. Those who control by intimidation
and violence are detestable and an abomi-
nation to the LORD. We are not to idolize,
praise, or reward those who have risen to

Father and Sovereign LORD, please break the power of the oppressors
who persecute and abuse your people. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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